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COMPTROLLER GENSRAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20543

D=179131 Saptenver 27, 1973

My, Herman B, Gnry

Authorvized Certiiying Officer
DILA Accounting bwanch, CAD, OX{lS
Departinent of Comsarce

Deay Hr, Gavys

We xefor to your letter of July 3, 1973, requassting our decision
ag to whether you nay certify for payment the encloscd recleim voucher
of My, Gordow B. Theomas, &n ceployce of your egency, for §176.20
rOprcsenLinp tha cuount, vhich vas di sal)cied previously, for travel

expenses ivom his tcopeorary duty station Lo his poviiment duty statlon
and return on certein nonworldays in Haxch 1973,

The rccord showa that Nr, Thomas' official duty station is Toledo,
Ohio, und thet uwader blanket Travel Order Yo, 734127 duted June 30,
1972, he wius deteiled to Vashington, D.Cy, iu Februavy 1973 fox
temporevy duty,

The reclsim vousher ehouws that Mv, Thumas traveled to Toladoy Ohio,
on tyo occasions during the month of lavch on nonvoxiuiays covering the
veokerds of Merch 2 through linreh 4 and Herch 23 throwgh MHaveh 25 and
that hia travel experses warva in the asount of §253,20. You elloved
§75 as o exac i for por diem in licu of travel expencos and digallovad
$178,20 uvnder the provisfons of scetion 6,0c ¢f the Stnndardized
Covernmont Travel Nezulations (SGTR) wileh wvere in cficct at tho tliue
the teaporary ity aud the travel took place, UNr, Thomas veclainsg the
amount disallov d on the ground that hig tiavel to Toledo was authorized.

Saction 6,0¢. of SGTR provides as followss

Yoo doturn to officinl utntion on_nomorhdeys, At
the discrction of tha adalnistrativa o.;icials u travelar
' may be requized to retum to his officinl vtacion for vone
vorkdays. Ir cases of veluntary return ¢f a traveler for
nonvorkdays Lo his official station, or his place of aboda
from which he commutes deily to his officlal station, the
roimbhursenent allowabla for the round trip trenpportation
and per diem en route will not axceed tho per diem and any
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travel expanse which would have been allowabie had the
traveler remained at his temporavy duty statiou,"

Theve 15 no evidence of vecord that Mr, Thonas was required to return
to hia official station on nonworkdays, Therefore, yoiur action on the
original. veucher in limiting his payment to th2 ner dicen he would heve
beeon entitled to if he had remained at his tosporayry duty siation vas
correct, Gee B~176706, Octoher 13, 1972, copy eaclosed, Accordingly,
the reclaim voucher which is vreturned hercwith ey not be certified
for payment,

We note that Mrx, Thonmas states that he has heen reinbursed for
his February trips to Ohio aven thoush they were wot different Lrom
the trips in Harch which are the subject of his reclaim voucher, The
record bafnre us is incompleta to substantiantce the employee's stotes
ment,  luvever 1f his February tzips to Chio were in fact ne diffcrent
then the liarch trips end he hes been veimbursed for them, his Februsry
travel voucher should be vevieved ond; if wecessary, collcetion

" proceadings should be started,

Sincerely yours,

TanT ¥, vaubline

Acting Comptroller Genecral
of the United States
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